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Reflection on Digital Writing (iMovie) Piece


I came up with the idea for the topic of my project as I was listening to my iPod and walking towards the bus after class one day.  I was listening to the album ...And Out Come the Wolves by the band Rancid and I thought about how influential music has been on my life.  On my half hour bus ride home, I randomly selected a bunch of songs and I was able to connect a lot of them to a story in my life.  That is when I realized that I could tell the story about how punk rock had a major role in the construction of my identity.


The overall process was lengthy.  I would say I logged approximately sixteen to seventeen hours over two days in putting it together.  First I looked through a bunch of pictures I had on my computer to find ones that “fit” with my project.  I also looked through some pictures on Facebook and ones that two of my roommates had on their computers.  Once I was satisfied with the pictures I had, I started thinking about what exactly I was going to say.  I looked through the pictures and listened to a bunch of songs on my iTunes and a bunch of personal stories and memories flooded my head.  I began to write down some of the things I wanted to say on paper.  


After I had a few anecdotes written down I started constructing my iMovie.  I took placed some of the pictures I had selected and put music to them.  I originally was just going to do a voiceover throughout the project, but I decided to take some video of me talking instead.  I felt that it gave me a bit more of a “documentary feel.”  The video aspect of my project also allowed me to use iMovie to its full potential.  iMovie makes it easy to add video to projects because there is a video capture feature that uses the built in webcam that comes on most newer Mac computers.  I have used iMovie before, but I have only imported pictures, music, and voiceover.  It was a new and exciting experience to use video.      


Going into my construction of this project, I wanted to create something similar to what I would want my students to create if I were to assign an iMovie project.  And as a student, I can see how this would be a very motivating and engaging project to work on.    Once I got close to the end of my project, I found that I had a lot more content than would fit into a 3-5 minute iMovie (the original cut was a little over 12 minutes!).  I ended up cutting several pieces out (ones about politics, my tattoos, my family, and my band).  I also shortened most of the segments to allow for time.  I don’t expect that all of my students would be as engrossed with a project like this as I was, but a lot of them probably would be.  Therefore, I hope I am lucky enough to be hired at a school that has the technology to do a project-- otherwise I’m going to have to beg the administration to get it. 


Although the overall composition of the project was easy (albeit lenghty) for me.  The hardest part was converting it into a readable format and uploading it to a website.  I first tried YouTube, but YouTube took the video down almost immediately because I don’t own the copyrights to the songs I used (something I didn’t know I couldn’t do--I cited the songs but apparently that doesn’t matter).  TeacherTube wouldn’t upload it because the webpage kept on crashing.  Eventually, I just posted it directly onto the course wiki (after trying to upload it on my blog--only to find that the file size was too large).


Overall, I felt like working with the iMovie software allowed me to explore a different type of literacy than a “traditional” composition would have.  I was able to really focus on visual aspects of what I wanted to say.  I also relied heavily on unconventional sources and inspirations for my writing.  I looked at pictures and listened to music to generate my ideas as well as in the creation of my piece. Looking back over my process, I would say that I was able to explore some things about myself that other projects may not have allowed me to do.   


