Matt Center

CI 5461

March 12, 2009

Multi Genre Reflection


Writing a Multi Genre paper was not as easy of an experience as I had first thought it would be.  I began by brainstorming a list of possible ideas using the following chart (which I think I’m going to use with my students).  I began by developing overarching topics and subtopics, while also considering what genres would be particularly fitting for each subject. After doing this, I felt confident that any of these subjects would not only make for a strong multi-genre paper, but that any of them would relatively easy to develop and write.  It turns out I was mistaken. 

Working on Public Enemies

-thousands of fans

-transforming the town to 1930s era

-shutting down a town/working with local officials

-hearing random gunfire

-being exhausted

-taking an online college course

Studying in London

-fall break in Ireland

-new years

-best friend, Kat

-crazy roommate Lissa (talked to ghosts)

-Aunt Clara’s death

Being in a band

-Touring

-Van catching fire

-Making an album

Genre Ideas:

Screenplay

Narrative

Photos

Newspaper story

Itinerary/Passport

Photos

Map

Song lyrics

Photographs

While the brainstorming session left me feeling confident, making the jump to writing about specific moments and stories was more difficult.  Originally, I was going to base my paper on my experiences working on the film, Public Enemies, but I found it difficult to wrap my head around it, because the topic felt too broad. As I sat down to actually begin writing the first piece, I had no idea how or where to start. Suddenly, the whole idea of writing a multi-genre paper was feeling a bit daunting.  I struggled with how to find a sense of unity, and after further thought, I decided to go with a subject that was much more personal, my Great Aunt Clara.  My students will be writing a personal narrative Multi-Genre paper, so I think it was quite valuable for me to struggle through this notion of cohesiveness as I think that will be one of the biggest difficulties for them.  Finding a subject that I had strong feelings about was vital to the success of the paper. 

At this point, I still wasn’t completely confident in my new topic choice. It wasn’t until I actually started writing a piece that I knew that this would be a rich enough subject to sustain an entire paper.  Again, this is similar to more traditional kinds of papers where putting the first words on the page is often the most difficult part.  I started with the poem because my Clara’s death was such an important and vivid moment in my life that it’s permanently etched into my memory.  Helping students to realize that emotionally charged events will likely lead to more accurately remembered details and vivid descriptions is an important step in developing powerful final papers. 


The multi genre form makes the writer consider the subject in a more holistic manner than with a typical paper. It is much more of a creative process that may come more naturally for imaginative students, and which will be good practice in a difficult skill for others.  It forces one to think about a subject in a more complex ways because of its non-linear fashion. The writer must carefully consider his or her audience because they need to be aware of how the pieces they put together may be interpreted. Meaning is largely created, inside the head of the reader by adding up these separate pieces that results in something greater than the sum of its parts. 

 While definitions of literacy still favor the printed word, Dornan says, “…the concept of literacy changes over time and is complicated by the specific intellectual needs of each era” (12). One of the biggest hurdles will be in convincing policy makers, parents and older colleagues that newer forms of literacy are not only valid, but vital. The kind of multi-pronged attack used in a multi genre paper seems in line with how meaning is sometimes developed via the internet. That is, there are numerous individual pieces that come together to form a whole. It is largely the consumer’s responsibility to evaluate this information and create meaning.  Students must develop a foundation for these kinds of creative thinking skills in order for them to succeed in this technology filled 21st century world where both interpersonal and mass communication are constantly changing. 

