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Over the course of my education, I have never created anything like the multigenre paper.  Majority of my academic writing has been extremely tedious and structured, leaving barely any room for choice; my choice.  I have written about my process of writing before, and the process for this paper was nothing like my previous experiences.  I sat down to tackle this assignment and realized I could not wait to begin.  I began brainstorming ideas, trying to find the topic that interested me most.  I thought about exorcisms, as I have a large fear of being possessed by demons.  I also thought about scientology, teaching, my father, and being raised catholic.  Although they all intrigued me in different ways, I decided to direct my focus towards being raised catholic.  Catholicism has permeated my life in different ways since I took my first breath.  I have very negative feelings towards the faith now, and I thought that writing about it would possibly reveal why.  After deciding on a topic, I started brainstorming which persons, places, or events I wanted to explore.  I wrote down a myriad of options and narrowed it down to six aspects.   Then came the process of deciding how I wanted to express these things; in other words, which genre should I use for each aspect?  Which form of writing will best describe this person, place or event?  I played around, matching different genres with different things I wanted to write about.  After multiple drafts, I finally found the right way to convey my story.  The next thing I wanted to address was coherence.  I asked myself, how am I going to tie this all together?  What is my underlying thought?  I pondered this idea for awhile and realized I was not going to get an answer.  I just needed to start writing and hopefully it would surface.  I began my paper with the memoir, and then proceeded according to the order that is evident in my final paper.  After I wrote my second piece, I discovered my underlying thought; that I believe in God.  I tied 
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this in to multiple pieces, but realized I could not fit this in to every one.  That is when I decided to start and end my paper with a Haiku.  The haikus give readers a small glimpse of my beliefs when I was younger and what they are now.  After I finished my paper, I felt that these two factors (my underlying belief and haikus), tied my paper together perfectly.  I also thought that adding images would have a grander affect on the reader than just having the text, and I knew just what pieces would go great with images: my stream of consciousness and my free verse poem.

This is the first paper that I did not do a lot of drafting; I revised my pieces, making sure they were organized and grammatically correct.  I just did not feel that drafting was something I could do; my thoughts were translated to paper in the way I felt fit, and I went with it.  Overall, this process was the exact opposite of anything I have ever experienced.  

On a different note, Dornan’s (2003) text provides many examples of literacy; while reading this text, my focus was directed towards the idea of “functional literacy.”  The text says that “functional literacy” [is] the goal of many programs for students unlikely to go to college” (p. 14).  This type of literacy is defined as the “basic skills” needed to function in society (Dornan, 2003, pg. 14).  I think that basic skills should also include creativity and knowing how to convey a story or information in another form, other than just the standard paper.  Everyone is offered access to the standard paper, and I think our job as teachers is to provide students access to other creative ways of writing papers.  After producing my own multigenre paper, I found that I used a lot of the same methods and organizational skills that I have used in a five paragraph essay (as well as extended versions of five paragraph essays).  These academic papers leave little room for choice in regards to topics and structure.  There is also a strong lack of creativity.  
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When writing academic papers, creativity is frowned upon.  For example, there is no way that I could produce a persuasive paper in a multigenre form.  If anything, my teacher would give my paper back to me and tell me to re-write it due to its lack of professionalism.  In the professional world, there is a specific form of structure, a certain way to organize information.  Creativity is only embraced after the perspective employee exhibits “professional competence.”  However, if someone possesses the skill of creativity on top of the professional qualities, it makes them that much more desirable.  

I would say the ONLY easy part about this assignment was sitting down and actually doing it.  With other papers, I often procrastinate until the deadline is looming over my head; this experience was quite different.  It was very easy for me to start this paper, because it was not as daunting as academic papers.  However, it took a lot of work and patience to discover what topic to write about, how to convey this topic, and how to connect the multiple pieces I created.  I would say the hardest part of this paper was reliving some of the experiences I shared.  I never imagined that I would feel the emotions that surfaced throughout this process.  There were definitely more frustrated sighs and tears than there were laughs.  As mentioned previously, I have never sat down and examined the affect Catholicism has had on my life until this paper.  I am not sure that any of my thoughts are clearer or justified, but I do know that the final piece and the overall experience were worth the tears.  I hope that when I assign this project to my students in the next month, they see the benefits of writing in different genres to convey an idea, emotion, or interest.
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